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A BILL to amend and reenact §7-14-3 of the Code of West
Virginia, 1931, as amended; to amend and reenact §8-14-7 of
said code; and to amend and reenact §8-15-12 of said code, all
relating to county civil service commissions; qualifications of
members of the Policemen’s Civil Service Commission;
qualifications of members of the Firemen’s Civil Service

Commission; qualifications of members of other Civil Service
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Commissions of the counties; restrictions from service; and

disqualifications from service.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That §7-14-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended,
be amended and reenacted; that §8-14-7 of said code be amended
and reenacted; and that §8-15-12 of said code be amended and
reenacted, all to read as follows:

CHAPTER 7. COUNTY COMMISSIONS AND OFFICERS.
ARTICLE 14. CIVIL SERVICE FOR DEPUTY SHERIFFS.
§7-14-3. Civil Service Commission.
1 There shall be continued a Civil Service Commission in
2 each county. amd—the—state—Each—such A civil service

3 commission shall consist of three commissioners:

4 (1) One commissioner of whonrshattbe appointed by the
5 county bar association; of suchcounty
6 (2) One commissioner of whonrshattbe appointed by the
7  county deputy sheriff’s association; of suchcounty; and
8 (3) One commissioner of whonrshattbe appointed by the
9  county commission. of suchcounty:

10 trthe—event If the bar association or deputy sheriff’s

11  association fails to make an appointment within the

12 prescribed time prescribedmrthissectiomtherefor; then such
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appointment shat-bemade—by-thecounty commuission the

county commission shall make the appointment.

A person may not be appointed if that person is a relative,

as defined in section three, article one, chapter six-B, to: a

county commissioner of the county from which the

appointment is made; the president or chairman or similarly

situated official of the deputy sheriff’s association or the bar

association.

A person is not eligible for appointment or reappointment

if he or she has been convicted of a felony or any

misdemeanor involving moral turpitude.

A commissioner shall be a qualified voter of the county

during the appointment term.

A commissioner may not hold any other office (other

than the office of notary public) under the United States, this

state, or any municipality, county or other political

subdivision thereof; nor shall any commissioner serve on any

political committee or take any active part in the

management of any political campaign.

. ted L. bttt Ffred
votersofthecounty forwhrchrtheyareappomted;amdatteast
o e bttt S ]
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Only two commissioners may be of the same political

party.

years—

After the original appointments, all appointments shall be

made for periods of four years.

trtheeventthat If any commissioner ofthectvitservice
commission ceases to be a member, thercof—byvirtue—of
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deathfimatremoval-or other cause; a new commissioner
shall be appointed to fill the unexpired term of that
commissioner within ten days. aftersard-ex=commissiomner
ceascd—to—be—amember—of—the—commisstom—Such The
appointment shall be made by the authority entity who
appointed the commissioner who is no longer a member. of

Each year the—three—members—of the commisston
commissioners shall together; elect oncof theirmumbertoact
as a president. ofthecommisstonforaternmrofome-year:

The county commission may at—amy—tmre remove a
commissioner for good cause, which shall be stated in
writing and made a part of the records of the commission.

Once the county commission has removed any
commissioner, such the county commission shall within ten
days thereafter file in the office of the clerk of the circuit
court of the county a petition setting forth in full the reason

for the removal and praymgforrequesting the confirmation

of the circuit court of the action. of thecounty commsstonrm
removing thesardcommisstoner: A copy of the petition shall

be served upon the commissioner so removed simultaneously

with its filing in the office of the clerk of the circuit court and
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has precedence on the docket of the circuit court and shall be

heard by the court as soon as practicable. upomrtherequestof
l l . A Hriohts-heret i
L 1 et bv—the—td ] -
vacatiom—hrtheevent-that
If no term of the circuit court is being held at the time of
the filing of the petition, amd-thejudge-therecof—canmotbe
bred—itt hrerei .. fttedt the

petition shall be heard at the next succeeding term of the

circuit court, whether—regutar—or—specmal; and the
commissioner so—removed shall remain removed until a
hearing is had upon the petition. ofthecountycommtsston:
The circuit court orthejudge-thercof mrvacatrom;-shall hear
and decide the issues presented by the petition. The county
commission or commissioner as—the—casenray be; against
whom the decisions of the circuit court orjudge-thereof-m
vacation is rendered has—the—right—to may petition the
Supreme Court of Appeals for a review of the decision ofthe
circuitcourtor thejudgethereof mrvacation as in other civil
cases. hrtheeventthat

If the county commission fails to file its petition in the

office of the clerk of the circuit court;—as—herembefore
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provided; within ten days after the removal of the
commissioner, such the commissioner immediately resumes
his or her position as a member of the civil service
commission.

Any resident of the county has-therightatany timeto
may file charges against and seek the removal of any member
of the civil service commission. The charges shall be filed in
the form of a petition in the office of the clerk of the circuit
court of the county. A copy of the petition shall be served
upon the commissioner sought to be removed. The petition
shall be mratured-forrearmgand heard as a civil action by the
circuit court of the county for which the commissioner
serves. asamemberofthecivitservicecommsstomrorby-the
judge—thercof—m—vacatrom: The party against whom the
decision of the circuit court orjudge-thereofmrvacatron is
rendered hastherightto may petition the Supreme Court of

Appeals for a review of the decision of the circuit court-or

judgethereofmvacation as in other civil cases.
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123 partycommittecortakeanyactivepartimrthe mramagementof

124  anypohticatcampargn:

CHAPTER 8. MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.

ARTICLE 14. LAW AND ORDER; POLICE FORCE OR
DEPARTMENTS; POWERS,
AUTHORITY AND DUTIES OF LAW-
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND
POLICEMEN; POLICE MATRONS;
SPECIAL SCHOOL ZONE AND
PARKING LOT OR PARKING
BUILDING POLICE OFFICERS; CIVIL
SERVICE FOR CERTAIN POLICE
DEPARTMENTS.

§8-14-7. Policemen’s civil service commission generally.

1 trevery A Class I and Class Il city municipality having

2 a paid police department, there shall be—a create a
3 “Policemen’s Civil Service Commission.” The commission
4  shattconstst consists of three commissioners:

5 (1) One commissioner of- whonrshattbe appointed by the
6  mayor of the city municipality;

7 (2) One commissioner of-whonrshattbe appointed by the
8 local fraternal order of police; and

9 (3) One commissioner the-thirdshattbe appointed by the

10  local chamber of commerce, or if there be none, by a local

11  businessmen’s association.
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A commissioner may not be a relative, as defined in

section three, article one, chapter six-B, to: the mayor of the

municipality; the President, Chairman or similarly situated

official of the local fraternal order of police or the local

chamber of commerce or businessmen’s association.

A person is not eligible for appointment or reappointment

if convicted of a felony or any misdemeanor involving moral

turpitude.
A commissioner shall be a qualified voters voter of the
city. for-which-they-arc-appomted;and-atteasttwoofsard
. bt bttt i ]
 thre-civit . . i e

Only two commissioners may be of the same political
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be—appomted—by-thetocalchamber-of commerce—ortocat

If there is no local chamber of commerce or local
businessmen’s association at the time any appointment is to
be made by it, such the appointment shall be made by the
other two commissioners by mutual agreement. After the

original appointments, all appointments shall be made for

periods of four years. each—bythe—appomtmgauthority
herembeforedes: et ]

If any commissioner of said civil service commission
shall cease to be a member, thereof-by-virtueofdeath;fimrat
removal—or—other—cause; a new commissioner shall be
appointed to fill the unexpired term of-sard—commitsstoner
within ten days.aftersardexcommisstonershatthaveceased
tobeamrember-ofsardcommisston:  Such The appointment

shall be made by the officer or body who in the first instance

appointed the commissioner. whotsotongeranremberof
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Each year the threemembers—of-the—commission the
commissioners shall together;elect oncofthetrrmumbertoact
as a president. of—the—commsston,—who—shatt—serve—as
prestdentforoneyear:

The mayor may;atamy tinre; remove any commissioner
orcommisstoners for good cause, which shall be stated in
writing and made a part of the records of the commission.
Provided, That

Once the mayor has removed any commissioner, the
mayor shall within ten days thereafter file in the office of the
clerk of the circuit court of the county in which the city or the
major portion—of-the—territory thereof is located a petition
setting forth in full the reason for sard the removal and
praying requesting for the confirmation by sard the circuit
court. ofthe—actromrof-theMayor irsoremoving-the—said
commsstoner: A copy of said petition shall be served upon
the commissioner so removed simultaneously with its filing
in the office of the clerk of the circuit court and shall have
precedence on the docket of satd the court and shall be heard
by said the court as soon as practicable. upontherequestof
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If that no term of the circuit court is being held at the

time of the filing of sard the petition, and-thejudge-thereof
l hred—mti hrereint] ..
fited;sard the petition shall be heard at the next succeeding
term of sard the circuit court;whetherregutarorspectat; and
the commissioner orcommsstorners so removed shall remain
removed until a hearing is had upon the said petition. ofthe
Mayor: The court orthejudgethereofmrvacation shall hear
and decide the issues presented by sard the petition.
The mayor or commissioner orcommmissioners,; as the
casecmaybe; against whom the decision of-the—courtor-the

judge-thereofimrvacationshattbe is rendered, shatt-have-the
rightto may petition the Supreme Court of Appeals for a

review of the decision of the circuit court orthejudgethereof
mrvacation as in other civil cases.

trtheevent-that If the mayor shatt fails to file his or her
petition in the office of the clerk of the circuit court, as
herembeforeprovided; within ten days after the removal of
sard the commissioner, or—commisstorers;—such the
commissioner orcommssiorrers shall immediately resume
his or her or—themr—position. orposttions—as—a nrember—or
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Any resident of the city shattavetherightatany timeto
may file charges against and seek the removal of any member
of the policemen’s civil service commission. of-such—city:
Such The charges shall be filed in the form of a petition in
the office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in
which the city or the major portion oftheterritory thereof is
located, and a copy of sard the petition shall be served upon

the commissioner orcommisstorers sought to be removed.

Sard The petition shall be maturedforhrearmgand heard by

sard the circuit court orthejudge-thereofimrvacation in the
same manner as civil proceedings mrthecircuitcourtsof thts

state are heard, and the party against whom the circuit court’s

decision is rendered shatthave-therightto-may petition the

Supreme Court of Appeals for a review of the action of the

circuit court, as in other civil cases.
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ARTICLE 15. FIRE FIGHTING; FIRE COMPANIES AND

DEPARTMENTS; CIVIL SERVICE FOR
PAID FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

§8-15-12. Firemen’s Civil Service Commission generally.

1

2

10

11

12

13
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15

16

17

trevery A municipality having a paid fire department,
there shall create be a “Firemen’s Civil Service
Commission.” The commission shall consist of three
commissioners:

(1) One commissioner ofwhonrshattbe appointed by the
Mayor of the municipality;

(2) One commissioner of whonrshattbe appointed by the
local international association of fire fighters in the event that
said local exists in the municipality, or in case no such local
exists in the municipality, then by the local central body of
the West Virginia Federation of Labor AFL-CIO in the event
that said central body exists in the municipality, or in case
that no such central body exists in the municipality, then by
the West Virginia Federation of Labor AFL-CIO;

(3) One commissioner amd-thethirdshattbe appointed by

the local chamber of commerce, or if there be none, by a

local businessmen’s association.
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A commissioner may not be a relative, as defined in

section three, article one, chapter six-B, to the mayor of the

municipality, the president, chairman or similarly situated

official of the local international association of fire fighters

or the appropriate West Virginia Federation of Labor

AFL-CIO as appropriate, or the local chamber of commerce

or businessmen’s association.

A commissioner may not be convicted of a felony or any

misdemeanor involving moral turpitude.

A commissioner shall be a resident of the municipality.

A commissioner shall be a qualified voters voter of the
municipality. forwhichtheyarcappomted;and-atiecasttwo
i L hat-be-imdividuats il ]

S - i ) .. i
articte:

A commissioner may not hold any other office (other

than the office of notary public) under the United States, this

state _or any municipality, county or other political

subdivision thereof; nor shall any commissioner serve on any

political committee or take any active partin the management

of any political campaign.
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39 Only two commissioners may be of the same political
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53 If there is no local chamber of commerce or local
54  businessmen’s association at the time any appointment is to
55  be made by it, such the appointment shall be made by the
56  other two commissioners by mutual agreement.

57 After the original appointments, all appointments shall be

58 made for periods of four years. each—bythe—appomting
59  authority herembeforedestgmated:
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hrthe—event—that If any commissioner of-sard—Civit
Service-Commisstorshatt cease to be a member, thereofby
virtue—of —deatl;—fmat—removat—or—other—cause; a new
commissioner shall be appointed to fill the unexpired term of
said commissioner within ten days. after—sard—ex=
Such The appointment shall be made by the officer or
body who in the first instance appointed the commissioner
who is no longer a member of the commission.

Each year three—mrembers—of—the—commission the
commissioners shall together; elect oneoftheirmumbertoact
as a president. of—the—commisstom;,—who—shatt—serve—as
prestdentforoneyear:

The mayor may, at any time, remove any commissioner
orcommisstorers for good cause, which shall be stated in

writing and made a part of the records of the commission.

Provided, That Once the mayor has removed any
commissioner, the mayor shall within ten days thereafter file
in the office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county in

which the municipality or the major portion ofthe-territory

thereofis located a petition setting forth in full the reason for
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sard the removal and prayimgfor requesting the confirmation
by sard the circuit court of the action of the mayor in so
removing the sard commissioner. A copy of sard the petition
shall be served upon the commissioner so removed
simultaneously with its filing in the office of the clerk of the
circuit court and shall have precedence on the docket of sard

the court and shall be heard by sard the court as soon as

practicable.-upomrthe request of the removed-—commitssiomer
. At riohtstere: rrsad-ciren:

1 bt rdrett . S
theevent-that If no term of the circuit court is being held at

the time of the filing of sard the petition, and—the—Jjudge

] ; ] et troreimtt .
was—fited;—sard the petition shall be heard at the next

succeeding term of satd the circuit court, whetherregutaror
spectat; and the commissioner orcommisstoners so removed
shall remain removed until a hearing is had upon the petition.
ofthemrayor: The court orthejudgethereofmvacation shall
hear and decide the issues presented by satd the petition. The
mayor or commissioner orcommisstoners;as-thecasemay

be; against whom the decision of-the—court-orthe—judge
thereof mrvacatronshatt-be is rendered, shall have the right
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to petition the Supreme Court of Appeals for a review of the
decision of the circuit court. orthejudge-thereof mvacation

trtheevent-that If the mayor shatt-fatt fails to file his or
her petition in the office of the clerk of the circuit court, as
herembeforeprovided; within ten days after the removal of
sard the commissioner or—commrssioners; —such the
commissioner orcommuisstorrers shall immediately resume
his or her ortheir position.—orpositions—as—a nrenTber—or

Any resident of the municipality shatttave-theright=at
anytimeto may file charges against and seek the removal of
anry nrember-a commissioner. ofthe-firenrens€ivit-Service
Commisstomof suchmuntcipatity: Such The charges shall

be filed in the form of a petition in the office of the clerk of

the circuit court of the county in which the municipality or
the major portion of-the—territory thereof is located, and a
copy of sard the petition shall be served upon the

commissioner orcommiisstorrers sought to be removed. Sard

The petition shall be matured-for-hearmgand heard by sard

the circuit court orthejudge-thereof mrvacation in the same
manner as civil proceedings, mrthecircuttcourtsof thisstate
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arctreard; and the party against whom the circuit court’s
decision is rendered shattHmave-therightto may petition the

Supreme Court of Appeals for a review of the action of the

circuit court, as in other civil cases.
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